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Dear Teacher or Parent,
“I did it myself” is a phrase which can be the foundation for a lifetime of accomplishment
and positive self-esteem.

Cut and Create activities can be used by the teacher or parent to develop a variety of
important early skills and to provide projects in which children can take pride and suc-
ceed.

• Simple patterns and easy, step-by-step directions develop scissor skills and give
practice in visual-motor coordination.  The scissor rating system in the upper
right-hand corner on the first page of each project quickly identifies the easiest
projects (      ), moderate (            ) and challenging (                  ).

• Materials used are inexpensive and readily available.
• Finished products are fun, colorful and have myriad uses from play items to

props; room decorations for walls, bulletin boards or mobiles; learning center
manipulatives for counting, sorting, classifying or labeling; gifts or favors for
parties or guests; and much more.

The simple and fun activities included in this book will help young learners build a solid
base for a variety of skills such as:  following directions, observation, discrimination and
information processing.  A variety of learning styles is addressed including visual, audi-
tory and tactile.

Your art program, whether structured or serendipitous can benefit from these simple
and sequenced scissor skill activities.  You students will

• develop manual dexterity
• communicate
• learn to control his or her environment by being responsible for tools and

materials
• observe
• discriminate (by color, shape, texture)
• sort, order, group and engage in other math processes
• imagine!

We hope you and your students will enjoy these projects.  They have been designed to
stimulate learning and creativity in a way that is simple and fun.  So go cut and create!
And have a good time!

Sincerely,

Kim Rankin
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